
Press release: NEW SPECIAL EXHIBITION at Moesgaard Museum 
 

GLADIATOR - Heroes of the Colosseum  
Opens on April 22nd 
 
In 2016, Moesgaard Museum’s special exhibition of international caliber, ’Gladiator – Heroes of 
the Colosseum’, presents stories from the lives of the gladiators and is a journey into the arenas of 
the Colosseum and Pompeii. 
 
The exhibition displays more than 200 items from key museums and institutions in Italy e.g. 
Colosseum, Naples, Bologna and Pompeii. Many of the items have not previously been displayed 
outside of Italy. 
 
In the exhibition, visitors will feel as if they are entering the Colosseum. Set design, models of 
various gladiators, fighting warriors on film and the sound of elated spectators combined with 
original elements of architecture will convey the ambience of a packed Colosseum. The awning 
above the spectator area, the so-called Velarium, and the elevator from the corridors below the 
Colosseum, with which wild animals are brought to the fights, are just a few of the physical 
elements that allow the exhibition area to resemble the real Colosseum.  
 
Narrative art on marble friezes will bring to life the stories of the slave, the training of the gladiator 
and the fight for freedom, and from Pompeii, Moesgaard Museum has been able to borrow five 
extraordinarily well preserved and elaborately decorated bronze helmets. They are in the same 
condition as they were on the day in the year 79 AD when the volcano Vesuvius erupted and 
buried the city and its citizens in ashes. 
 
Once a year, Moesgaard Museum will present its visitors to the world’s finest cultural heritage in a 
special exhibition of international caliber. In 2015, the museum successfully presented the special 
exhibition ‘The First Emperor – China’s Terracotta Army’ about Emperor Qin, the first emperor of 
China and his mythical army of terracotta warriors. 340,000 guests experienced the exceptional 
treasures from Chinese cultural history during the six-month display period. 
 
‘Gladiator – Heroes of the Colosseum’ is displayed at Moesgaard Museum from April 22, 2016 until 
September 11. The exhibition is organized by Moesgaard Museum, Expona and Contemporanea 
Progetti.   
 
The exhibition is presented with the support of the Augustinus Foundation, Aage and Johanne 
Louis-Hansen’s Foundation and the C.A.C. Foundation 
 
For more information, please contact Head of Communication, Bodil Jensen, Moesgaard Museum 
Mail: bj@moesgaardmuseum.dk Phone: +45 20466373 
 
Attached: photo of poster with gladiators in combat, photo of gladiator helmet                
More photos is available after the exhibition: http://www.moesgaardmuseum.dk/besoeg-
os/presse/udstillinger/  
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Further information: http://www.moesgaardmuseum.dk/en/special-exhibitions/experience-the-life-of-a-
gladiator/ (EN) 
http://www.moesgaardmuseum.dk/udstillinger/saerudstillinger/oplev-gladiatorens-hverdag/ (DK) 
 
Opening hours April 22 – September 11: 
Tuesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday: 10 AM – 5 PM 
Wednesday, Thursday: 10 AM – 9 PM 
Monday: Closed 
 
Entrée fee: 110-130 DKK (children 0-17 yr. free) 
 
Address: 
Moesgaard Allé 15 
DK-8270 Højbjerg 
Denmark 
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