
Press release 

 

HRH the Prince Consort to inaugurate China-exhibition at Moesgaard Museum 

 

Wednesday April 1, The Danish Royal Couple will visit Moesgaard Museum when His Royal 

Highness the Prince Consort inaugurates the museum’s first temporary exhibition which displays 

the story of China’s first emperor and his terracotta army. 
 

Wednesday April 1 marks the inauguration of Moesgaard Museum’s first temporary exhibition The First 

Emperor – China’s Terracotta Army in the museum’s new exhibition building. 

 

The official inauguration is directed by His Royal Highness the Prince Consort. Participating in the 

inauguration ceremony is also Moesgaard Museum’s protector Her Majesty The Queen, The Danish 

Minister for Culture Marianne Jelved, and the Ambassador of China to Denmark, as well as invited guests. 

 

The exhibition opens to the public at 5 PM the same day. 

 

Until a few decades ago, the First Emperor of China, Qin Shi Huangdi, was a mythical person. But when his 

terracotta army was discovered in 1974 by farmers digging for a well, it became one of the century’s most 

important archeological sensations. With the discovery of more than 7,000 life-size terracotta figures, the 

emperor’s person and his accomplishments became real and tangible and reality surpassed the myth. 

 

The story of the First Emperor of China is also the story of the man who - with unprecedented brutality and 

cynicism - united the Chinese empire and began constructing the Great Wall of China more than two 

thousand years ago. The story takes place approximately during the same period of time as the life of the 

Grauballe Man, who was the victim of a human sacrifice in a bog in Denmark, and is the world’s best 

preserved bog body – now displayed at Moesgaard Museum. 

 

“The exhibition will introduce Danish and international visitors to a remarkable and significant era in 

Chinese history. Through the personal story of Emperor Qin Shi Huangdi and his spectacular achievements, 

we wish to enhance the interest in Chinese history and culture in general. Even though the Emperor’s Tomb 

is one of the most well-known archeological sensations of our time, few people know the dramatic story 

behind it. That is the story, we wish to tell”, says Director of Moesgaard Museum, Jan Skamby Madsen. 

 

The exhibition The First Emperor – China’s Terracotta Army at Moesgaard Museum displays a unique 

selection of terracotta figurers - warriors, government officials and a horse – along with objects reflecting 

the Emperor’s reign. The exhibition presents 120 cultural objects from the emperor’s tomb and from the 

Qin and Han Dynasties. 

 

The objects have been specifically selected for the exhibition at Moesgaard Museum and come from ten 

different museums in the Shaanxi province in China. Several of the objects have not previously be displayed 

outside of China. Thus, it is a unique exhibition, which is displayed at Moesgaard Museum from April 1 to 

September 30. 

 



A.P. Møller and Wife Chastine McKinney Møllers Foundation for General Purposes have generously 

donated six million DKK to the exhibition.  

 

Moesgaard Museum is open to the public from 5 PM to 9 PM on April 1. The museum and the roof will not 

be open to the public during the day. 

 

Moesgaard Museum is as an exception open on Monday in week 14 as well as throughout Easter: Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, Saturday, Easter Sunday and Easter Monday. 

 

For more information please contact Director of Moesgaard Museum, Jan Skamby Madsen, phone: +45 

87161016 or mail: jan.skamby.madsen@moesmus.dk or administrative manager, Henrik Hatt, Moesgaard 

Museum, mail: henrik@nytmuseum.dk or phone: + 45 30626092. 
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