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Moesgaard Museum and Zentropa rethink the exhibition concept in this 

year’s major special exhibition 
 

Moesgaard Museum explores new territory in the presentation of cultural history in this year’s major 

special exhibition, The Journey, which opens on 25 April. The Journey is an exhibition totally without 

artefacts, concentrating instead on a spectacular film production directed by Christoffer Boe and 

produced by Zentropa. The exhibition is designed and staged by Moesgaard Museum. 

 

Moesgaard Museum has impressed with two major special exhibitions, The First Emperor – China’s 

Terracotta Army in 2015 and Gladiator – Heroes of the Colosseum in 2016, which have attracted almost a 

million visitors in the first two years since the opening of the museum’s new exhibition building. 

On 25 April, Moesgaard Museum opens its doors for its major venture of 2017, a sensual exhibition 

experience completely devoid of artefacts. The Journey will lead visitors through a physical landscape 

centred on a cinematic production and created in a unique partnership between Moesgaard Museum and 

Zentropa, in conjunction with Aarhus 2017 – European Capital of Culture and Filmby Aarhus. 

 

The human condition across time and space 
With The Journey, Moesgaard Museum aims to challenge and rethink the exhibition medium and lead it in a 

new direction, where the visitor becomes one with a cinematic and stage-managed universe. Exhibition 

visitors, who will be admitted to the exhibition in groups, will experience an orchestrated journey through 

seven continents that focusses on seven basic elements of the human condition: birth, love, faith, fear, loss, 



rationality and death. From an infant’s first breath in Denmark, we are led to love in Africa, faith in South 

America, fear in Oceania, loss in North America and rationality in Antarctica, before experiencing the 

drawing of a last breath in Asia, followed by cremation of the body. 

Moesgaard Museum’s former director, Jan Skamby Madsen, is the man behind the idea for the new 

exhibition: 

“The great idea behind the new Moesgaard Museum is that we aim to go beyond the artefacts by 

presenting our visitors with the universal essence of what it means to be human across time and space. 

There is so much in the world today that divides us. So much focus on our differences. With The Journey, 

we take this great idea to extremes, and we have created a radical new exhibition format that focusses on 

what brings us together – what we share as humans, people of all social strata and across time and space,” 

explains Jan Skamby Madsen. 

 

Specialists from widely differing fields challenge and rethink the exhibition medium 
Film director Christoffer Boe and his crew have, over a period of about six months, travelled to some of the 

most inaccessible places in the world and sought out the most intimate social situations that we, as 

humans, can experience. For Christoffer Boe, this has presented some quite remarkable challenges and 

opportunities: 

“We rarely find ourselves in a situation where it is so clearly obvious that we have the opportunity to create 

something incredibly exciting or something extraordinarily appalling. Following my first discussion with Jan 

and the museum, it was clear that this was just such a situation. The point of departure was the best 

possible: Moesgaard knew nothing about making films, and I knew nothing about producing exhibitions. In 

other words, we all had to venture out into unknown territory with extremely high and clear ambitions to 

produce something worth seeing, something intelligible, moving and emotional – without words but with 

purity of expression. 

Moesgaard showed extreme confidence in the process and created a very open framework – and I, in turn, 

have really tried. I have therefore, of course, a sincere hope that all the good intentions, travelling, hours of 

work and meetings between various cultural institutions and working practices have resulted in something 

that is not appalling. But then, as everybody knows – I am not the appropriate person to make that 

judgement,” says Christoffer Boe. 

The Journey has been developed by former director Jan Skamby Madsen and Moesgaard Museum’s 

exhibition team in collaboration with the head of Filmby Aarhus, Carsten Holst, the former bishop of 

Aarhus, Kjeld Holm, and Zentropa. Film director Christoffer Boe has defined the film exhibition’s concept 

and themes. Funding for the exhibition has been received from Aarhus 2017 – European Capital of Culture, 

Købmand Herman Sallings Fond and KrogagerFonden. 

Director of Aarhus 2017 – European Capital of Culture, Rebecca Matthews, says: 

“We are very proud and happy to be involved in the presentation of an exhibition like The Journey, which 

both in its choice of theme and its execution is completely in tune with the Capital of Culture Year’s Rethink 

theme. To dare to challenge our preconceived ideas of how human life is lived and how an exhibition can 

be staged and experienced is courageous and I am sure that we, in this exhibition, will experience 

something unique and at the same time something familiar.” 



Head of Filmby Aarhus, Carsten Holst, also values the special partnership that has grown up around The 

Journey: 

“Filmby Aarhus has in recent years rendered visible the value that enterprises within the digital and visual 

industries contribute to other parts of society, including for example a museum such as Moesgaard. I am 

certain that this exhibition is a good indicator of the museum experience space of the future,” says Carsten 

Holst. 

 

Practical information 
The special exhibition The Journey can be experienced at Moesgaard Museum in Aarhus, Denmark, from 25 

April – 26 November 2017. 

 

Contact 
Project manager, Have Kommunikation, Hannah Oxenvad Svarrer, hannah@have.dk, +45 2860 0727. 

Communication and marketing manager, Moesgaard Museum, Bodil Jensen, bj@moesgaardmuseum.dk, 

+45 2046 6373. 
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